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conservatives do not treat blacks and whites
as moral equals. Critics of affirmative action
often invoke Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.,
who in 1963 said famously, ‘‘I have a dream
that my four little children will one day live
in a nation where they will not be judged by
the color of their skin but by the content of
their character.’’ It is a corollary of this
principle that, when gazing upon Americans
who are welfare mothers, juvenile felons or
the cognitively deficient, we should see
human beings with problems, not races of
people plagued by pathology. Yet, as I have
argued, conservatives do not always do so.

Perhaps more significantly, this selective
remembrance of Dr. King’s moral leadership
diminishes the challenge which his life, and
death, should pose for all Americans. Two
years before his most famous speech, in a
commencement address at Lincoln Univer-
sity, Dr. King made a less well known ref-
erence to his dream for our nation:

‘‘One of the first things we notice in this
dream is an amazing universalism. It does
not say some men [are created equal], but it
says all men. It does not say all white men,
but it says all men, which includes black
men. . . . And there is another thing we see
in this dream that ultimately distinguishes
democracy and our form of government from
all of the totalitarian regimes that emerge
in history. It says that each individual has
certain basic rights that are neither con-
ferred by nor derived from the state. To dis-
cover where they come from, it is necessary
to move back behind the dim mist of eter-
nity, for they are God-given. Very seldom, if
ever, in the history of the world has a socio-
political document expressed in such pro-
foundly eloquent and unequivocal language
the dignity and the worth of the human per-
sonality. The American dream reminds us
that every man is heir to the legacy of wor-
thiness.’’

This too would be a worthy dream for con-
servatism: to insure that every American
can lay claim to his most precious civic in-
heritance—a legacy of worthiness. To secure
it, conservatives must learn not to look upon
poor urban blacks as the Others—aliens
apart from and a threat to our civilization.
Instead, these Americans should be seen as
inseparably interwoven constituents of the
larger social fabric.
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MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT CLIN-
TON: END IMPASSE, BALANCE
THE BUDGET

HON. DOUG BEREUTER
OF NEBRASKA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday December 20, 1995

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, this Member
highly commends to his colleagues this edi-
torial which appeared in the Omaha World-
Herald on December 20, 1995:

[From the Omaha World-Herald, Dec. 20,
1995]

MESSAGE TO CLINTON GROWS LOUDER: END
IMPASSE, BALANCE THE BUDGET

Wall Street may have accomplished some-
thing that the public—which, in opinion sur-
veys, tilted toward President Clinton’s posi-
tion on a balanced budget—had failed to do.
Traders and investors sent a strong message
to Washington about the urgency of ending
the impasse over a balanced budget.

The message came in the form of a decline
in the value of stocks and bonds as the street
expressed its concern over the collapse of
budget negotiations between the White
House and GOP congressional leaders. By the

end of the day Monday, the White House was
setting a new round of talks in motion.

For such indications of urgency have come
from the general public. Clinton’s approval
rating has risen to a two-year high since he
began characterizing the GOP budget as an
act of cruelty against the poor, the sick and
the elderly. Republicans, in effect, have been
punished in the polls for trying to keep their
1994 campaign promise to balance the budg-
et.

Not all Democrats, however, were buying
the White House line. On the same day that
Wall Street roared its disapproval of the im-
passe, a bipartisan group presented a posi-
tion paper at a symposium in Minneapolis.
The group included former office-holders
Paul Tsongas, Richard Lamm, Gary Hart,
Tim Penny, Lowell Weicker and John Ander-
son. All but Weicker and Anderson are
Democrats.

Their statement included this ‘‘core prin-
ciple’’: ‘‘We can no longer stay the course,
spending more than we earn.’’ They said,
‘‘We are maintaining our standard of living
by borrowing from our children.’’ They urged
that the nation’s leaders commit to a policy
of economic stability, which means no infla-
tion and no federal budget deficits ‘‘to soak
up an already inadequate national savings
pool.’’

Sacrifice will be necessary, they said.
Among other things, Social Security and
Medicare must be reformed to prepare them
for the retirement of large numbers of baby
boomers after the turn of the century. Clin-
ton has described even the modest adjust-
ments the Republicans have proposed as dra-
conian. He simply must compromise on Med-
icare and Medicaid, bring himself to take the
decisive actions that moderates in his own
party are increasingly coming to consider
necessary.

Another message was leveled at Washing-
ton Tuesday morning. In a ‘‘bipartisan ap-
peal from business leaders,’’ published as a
newspaper advertisement and carrying the
names of more than 90 business executives,
Clinton and Congress were urged to remem-
ber that the health of the economy rests on
the ability of the government to agree on a
credible plan.

Among other things, the business leaders
said, it’s time to accept the economic projec-
tions from the Congressional Budget Office—
projections that Clinton has opposed because
they would allow less spending than the
more optimistic White House figures. The bi-
partisan business leaders also said long-term
entitlement spending should be ‘‘on the
table’’ for reconsideration, as should any
proposed tax cuts.

Little by little, Clinton’s attempts to ex-
ploit the situation for political gain are
being called to account by members of his
own party. Something has been needed to
neutralize his tacky insistence that the
struggle has been between an enlightened,
compassionate White House and an evil gang
of GOP extremists. Some Democrats have
helped set the record straight by adding
their voices to bipartisan messages.
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Mr. PACKARD. Mr. Speaker, the most im-
portant debate in decades is taking place right

now. It is a debate about whether this Nation
should balance the Federal budget in 7 years.

In October, my Republican colleagues and I
did what needed to be done for decades. We
made difficult decisions and Congress passed
a historic balanced budget—a budget that fi-
nally reforms the Nation’s welfare system, pro-
vides pro-family and pro-jobs tax relief, and
saves Medicare from bankruptcy. The Presi-
dent has chosen the veto pen over the bal-
ancing pen. Apparently, he and his Democrat
colleagues are not interested in a budget
agreement if it means actually cutting spend-
ing and saving billions of dollars for our chil-
dren.

This week, parts of the Government are
shut down because the President chose to
veto three appropriations bills. With the stroke
of a pen, he could open the Government. But
he would rather posture and make speeches
than roll up his sleeves and sit down in good
faith to negotiate a balanced budget that we
can all agree on.

What the President and Congress do now
about balancing the budget, will define the
scope and the nature of our Government well
into the 21st century. Mr. Speaker, this is a
rare chance to step off the deficit treadmill. My
Republican colleagues and I have delivered to
the American people a budget plan with hon-
est numbers that balance in just 7 years. The
President must step up to the plate, live up to
his word and do the same.
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LEGISLATION DEPLORING HOLO-
CAUST DENIERS AND COMMEND-
ING THE HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL
MUSEUM HOUSE RESOLUTION 316

HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN
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Wednesday, December 20, 1995

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am today intro-
ducing a resolution, House Resolution 316, on
behalf of myself and my House colleagues on
the Holocaust Memorial Museum Council, Mr.
YATES, Mr. LATOURETTE, Mr. REGULA, and Mr.
LANTOS, which deplores the persistent, ongo-
ing, and malicious efforts by some persons in
this country and abroad to deny the historical
reality of the Holocaust, and which commends
the vital, ongoing work of the U.S. Holocaust
Memorial Museum.

Yesterday, the House adopted legislation
that will facilitate the museum’s annual Days
of Remembrance ceremony in the Rotunda on
April 16, 1995. Yet, the work of the Holocaust
Memorial Museum is conducted year-round,
as evidenced by the larger than expected at-
tendance at the museum, which is steadily in-
creasing.

One of the reasons for the museum’s exist-
ence is to counter Holocaust deniers. Those
who promote the denial of the Holocaust do
so either out of profound ignorance or for fur-
thering anti-Semitism and racism. The Holo-
caust Memorial Museum, through its perma-
nent exhibitions, traveling programs, and edu-
cational outreach efforts, both memorialize the
victims of the Holocaust, and counters these
accusers through its honest and sensitive ap-
proach to one of the most ferociously heinous
state acts the world has ever known.

Accordingly, Mr. Speaker, I request that the
full text of the legislation be printed at this
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